STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

AUGUST 18, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order at 9:35 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Vic Weston, Vice Chairman




Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.


Courtney Fenet, Jr. 


August Gallo, Jr. 


Danny Graham 


Donald G. Lambert


Lee Mallett


Garland Meredith 


Art O. Walker

Mr. Talbot and Mr. Crain were absent.
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; Judy Dupuy, Administrator and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, Lori Guthrie, Bertha Jenkins and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Investigators; Marianne Sullivan, Todd Brady; Compliance Supervisor Brent Templet, and Keri Dupont, recording the minutes.

Mr. Stuart led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation. 

Judge Darrell White then introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the Minutes of the July 21st, 2011 regular meeting.  The Motion passed. 


Welcome / Introductions – Mr. Michael McDuff introduced special guests, Mr. Ken Naquin and Mr. Michael Demouy with the Louisiana AGC’s office, and Mr. Lucius McGee and Mr. Lloyd Brown with Argent Financial Services.   

NEW BUSINESS

JUDGMENT HEARING(S):

AIR TITE HVAC, LLC.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against AIR TITE HVAC, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.  Mr. White informed the Committee that the Judgment had not been satisfied.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to give AIR TITE HVAC, LLC. 30 days to resolve the outstanding matter with the Judgment Creditor. If the Judgment is not satisfied within that time, AIR TITE HVAC, LLC.’s License will be revoked.  The Motion passed. 
ENGLEWOOD CONSTRUCTION, INC. OF LOUISIANA

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against ENGLEWOOD CONSTRUCTION, INC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.  Mr. White informed the Committee that the Judgment had been satisfied.  

No Action was taken against ENGLEWOOD CONSTRUCTION, INC. OF LOUISIANA.  

KAT’S KOOLING A/C & HEATING, LLC.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against KAT’S KOOLING & HEATING, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.  Mr. White informed the Committee that the Judgment had been satisfied.  

No Action was taken against KAT’S KOOLING A/C & HEATING, LLC.  

WORK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, LLC.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against WORK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.    

Mr. Ed Kimble, owner of WORK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY,  LLC. was present and sworn in.  Mr. Kimble stated that he offered to resolve the issue for $650.00 and the Judgment Creditor refused the offer. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to give WORK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, LLC, 60 days to satisfy the Judgment.  If not, the License of WORK CONSTUCTION, LLC. will be revoked.  The Motion passed.  

MORALES HOMEBUILDERS, INC.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against MORALES HOMEBUILDERS, INC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Frank Caster, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.    

Mr. Juan Morales, owner of MORALES HOMEBUILDERS, INC.  was present and sworn in.  Mr. Morales informed the Committee that he did not intend to satisfy the Judgment.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to revoke the License of MORALES HOMEBUILDERS, INC.  The Motion passed.  
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S): 

MOSS BAY PLUMBING COMPANY, LLC. 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against MOSS BAY PLUMBING COMPANY, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Thomas Atkins, owner, appeared and was sworn in.  Mr. Atkins admitted the allegations.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to fine MOSS BAY PLUMBING COMPANY, LLC. court costs, 6 months probation once his license is obtained. The Committee approved the completion of MOSS BAY PLUMBING COMPANY, LLC.’s current project under the supervision of an inspector and instructed it not to accept any new projects until the License is obtained.     
GIPSON’S ENTERPRISE & CONTRACTORS

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against GIPSON’S ENTERPRISE & CONTRACTORS, and asked if a representative was present. 

No representative was present.

Ms. Laborde called Brent Templet, Compliance Supervisor, to the stand and he was sworn in.

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Templet and asked that it be entered into the record.  

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Graham to find GIPSON’S ENTERPRISE & CONTRACTORS in violation.  The Motion passed.       

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to fine GIPSON’S ENTERPRISE & CONTRACTORS $1000.00 plus court costs and 1 year of supervised probation.  The Motion passed.

BRASFIELD & GORRIE L.L.C.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against BRASFIELD & GORRIE, LLC, and presented the Committee with a settlement offer. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the offer.  

A Motion to reconsider was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Jones to reject the offer.  The Motion passed.    
WAYNE J. GRIFFIN ELECTRIC, INC.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against WAYNE J. GRIFFIN ELECTRIC, INC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Larry Bankston, attorney, appeared on behalf of WAYNE J. GRIFFIN ELECTRIC, INC. 

Mr. Rufus Palmer, a representative of WAYNE J. GRIFFIN ELECTRIC, INC. was present and sworn in.  Mr. Palmer entered a No Contest plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.    

Mr. Bankston made an offer of $1000.00 plus court costs in an effort to resolve the matter.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Fenet and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.  

CYPRESS CONSTRUCTION & COATING, INC. 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against CYPRESS CONSTRUCTION & COATING, INC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Jim Boggs, owner, was present and was sworn in.  Mr. Boggs admitted the allegations against CYPRESS CONSTRUCTION & COATING, INC.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Jones and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to fine CYPRESS CONSTRUCTION & COATING, INC. $1000.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.     
COBURN CONTRTRACTING, LLC. 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against COBURN CONTRACTING, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Jason Coburn, owner, was present and was sworn in.  Mr. Coburn entered a No Contest plea.       

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Fenet and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to fine COBURN CONTRACTING, LLC, $1000.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.     
EIMCO WATER TECHNOLOGIES, LLC.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against EIMCO WATER TECHNOLOGIES, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Craig Christianson, attorney, appeared on behalf of  EIMCO WATER TECHNOLOGIES, LLC.  

Mr. Kurt Bouwhuis, a representative of EIMCO WATER TECHNOLOGIES, LLC was present and sworn in.  Mr. Bouwhuis entered a No Contest plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Jones to fine EIMCO WATER TECHNOLGIES $2500 plus court costs and ceasing all work until a License is obtained.  The Motion passed. 
BLOUNT GENERAL CONTRACTOR, L.L.C. 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against BLOUNT GENERAL CONTRACTOR, LLC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. John Blount, Managing Member, appeared on behalf of  BLOUNT GENERAL CONTRACTOR, LLC., and was sworn in.   Mr. Blount entered a No Contest plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine BLOUNT GENERAL

CONTRACTOR, LLC. court costs.  The Motion passed. 

W.D. GEE ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A MONTGOMERY HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against W.D. GEE ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A MONTGOMERY HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. W.D. Gee, owner, appeared on behalf of  W.D. GEE ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A MONTGOMERY HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, and was sworn in.   Mr. Gee entered a No Contest plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Graham to fine W.D. GEE ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A MONTGOMERY HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING court costs.  The Motion passed. 

JETTON GENERAL CONTRACTING, INC.
 Ms. Hughes read the allegations against JETTON GENERAL CONTRACTING, INC., and presented the Committee with a settlement offer of $1000.00 plus court costs.   
A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Graham to accept the offer. The Motion passed.     
RELIANCE FLOORING, LLC.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against RELIANCE FLOORING, LLC, and presented the Committee with a settlement offer of a No Contest plea, $500.00, plus court costs.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Graham to accept the offer. The Motion passed.     

ADVANTAGE SPORTS & PLAY, LLC

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against ADVANTAGE SPORT & PLAY, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Sandy Sims, owner, appeared on behalf of  ADVANTAGE SPORTS & PLAY, LLC, and was sworn in.   Mr. Sims entered a No Contest plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the plea.        

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to fine ADVANTAGE SPORTS & PLAY, LLC court costs.  The Motion passed. 

Mr. Fenet voted against the Motion. 

JEFF ROSS D/B/A ROSS & WHITE COMPANY

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against JEFF ROSS D/B/A ROSS & WHITE COMPANY, and presented the Committee with a settlement offer of $500.00 plus court costs.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Graham to accept the offer. The Motion passed.     

ACT 725 – SETTLEMENT OFFER(S):

BARCAT, LLC


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against BARCAT, LLC, and presented the Committee with a settlement offer.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the offer. The Motion passed.     

OLD BUSINESS 

CONTINUANCES – COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):
TWILIA ANDREWS

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against TWILIA ANDREWS, and presented the Committee with a settlement offer of $500.00 plus court costs.  .    

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the offer. The Motion passed.     

A Motion was made by Mr. Jones and was seconded by Mr. Meredith  to reconsider.  The Motion failed.    

INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT, INC.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT, INC, and presented the Committee with a settlement offer of $1000.00 plus court costs.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the offer. The Motion passed.         

STRATEGIC PLUMBING, L.L.C.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against STRATEGIC PLUMBING, L.L.C., and presented the Committee with a settlement offer of court costs.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the offer. The Motion passed

DONALD KENT POTEETE
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against DONALD KENT POTEETE, and asked if a representative was present.  

Donald Poteete appeared, was sworn in, and made a statement.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to dismiss.  The Motion passed.    

HOWZE’S MECHANICAL CONTRACTING, INC.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against HOWZE’S MECHANICAL CONTRACTING, INC, and asked if a representative was present.  

No representative was present.  

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Todd Brady to the stand and he was sworn in.

 Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.  

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to find HOWZE’S MECHANICAL CONTRACTING, INC. in Violation with no fine. The Motion passed. 

KIM LATOUR D/B/A  LATOUR & THOMAS, LLC.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against KIM LATOUR D/B/A LATOUR & THOMAS, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Warren Horn, attorney, appeared on behalf of KIM LATOUR D/B/A  LATOUR & THOMAS, LLC.   Mr. Horn entered a No Contest plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the plea. The Motion passed.         

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to fine KIM LATOUR D/B/A LATOUR & THOMAS, LLC $1000.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed. 

ELEVATIONS SHORING, LLC. 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against ELEVATIONS SHORING, LLC, and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Warren Horn, attorney, appeared on behalf of ELEVATIONS SHORING, LLC.   Mr. Horn entered a No Contest plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the plea.        

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to fine ELEVATIONS SHORING, LLC $500.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed. 

PLUMBCO MECHANICAL, INC.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against PLUMBCO MECHANICAL, INC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Roy Tregre, Jr. was present on behalf of PLUMBCO MECHANICAL, INC. and was sworn in.  Mr. Tregre  denied the allegations.

Ms. Laborde called Todd Brady, Investigator, to the stand.

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.  

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Mr. Tregre changed his plea to No Contest.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Fenet and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to not assess any penalty or fine.  The Motion passed.

PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS, LLC. D/B/A PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS, LLC. D/B/A PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS, and asked if a representative was present. 

No representative was present.  

Ms. Laborde called Todd Brady, Investigator, to the stand.

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.  

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to find PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS, LLC. D/B/A PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS in violation of both charges.  The Motion passed.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS, LLC. D/B/A PRO SIGNS & GRAPHICS $1000.00 and court costs.  The Motion passed.

Mr. Lambert made a Motion to withdraw his previous Motions with reference to the violation and fine. Mr. Mallet seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Mallet and Mr. Dupuy to dismiss.  The Motion passed.       


M&N CONSTRUCTORS, L.L.C. D/B/A M&N CONSTRUCTORS
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against M&N CONSTRUCTORS, L.L.C. D/B/A M&N CONSTRUCTORS and asked if a representative was present. 

Mike Norris, owner, was present and was sworn in. Mr. Norris entered a plea of No Contest.
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Walker to fine M&N CONSTRUCTORS, L.L.C. D/B/A M&N CONSTRUCTORS court costs.  The Motion passed.

MIKE WORTHY D/B/A MIKE WORTHY ELECTRIC

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against MIKE WORTHY D/B/A MIKE WORTHY ELECTRIC and asked if a representative was present. 

Mike Worthy, owner, was present and was sworn in. Mr. Worthy entered a plea of No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Fenet assess no fine to MIKE WORTHY D/B/A MIKE WORTHY ELECTRIC.  The Motion passed.

REHEARING(S):

HADDAD-WYLIE INDUSTRIES, LLC (HWI) 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against HADDAD-WYLIE INDUSTRIES, LLC and asked if a representative was present. 

John Fiorita, was present and was sworn in.  Mr. Fiorita entered a plea of No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine HADDAD-WYLIE INDUSTRIES, LLC., $5000.00 plus court costs, and directed it to get Licensed in Louisiana.  The Motion passed.

JONES BROTHER PROPERTIES D/B/A JONES BUILDERS 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against JONES BROTHER PROPERTIES D/B/A JONES BUILDERS, and advised the Committee that there was a settlement offer of $7000.00 plus court costs and to submit an application for a commercial license within 30 days.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.    

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Report from the Staff 

Ms. Dupuy introduced the new hires to the Board and distributed a new organizational chart.  

Building Committee

Mr. Graham had nothing to report.

Classification and Testing Committee

Mr. Dupuy had nothing to report.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee 

Mr. Gallo had nothing to report.
Act 725 Committee 

Mr. Meredith had nothing to report.
Finance Committee 

Mr. Dupuy advised the Board that the Budget and Finance Committee had met earlier that morning.
Mr. Dupuy made a Motion which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the finances as presented. The Motion passed.   

Mr. Dupuy made a Motion which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to transfer funds from Dues and Subscriptions and Civil Service Operations to Computer Supplies, Building Repairs and Maintenance, and Terminal Leave.  The Motion passed.   

Residential Building Committee 

Mr. Badeaux briefed the Board on the actions of the Residential Committee.

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux which was seconded by 
Mr. Clouatre to accept and ratify the actions of the Residential Committee and to approve the Minutes of the August 3rd  meeting.  The Motion passed.     
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations, and residential exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5-8)
A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the residential applications listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the home improvement registration listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the residential exemptions listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed 
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 10-12)
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Graham to accept the licensure exemptions listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed.   
Consideration of commercial applications to be approved-pending all requirements met. (Page 14)
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the commercial applications listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed.   
Consideration of commercial applications to be approved – per Act 725. (Page 16)

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the commercial applications per Act 725 listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed.   
Consideration of mold applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 18)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the mold applications listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed.   
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 20-21) 
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the additional classifications listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 
•PENDING ALL REQUIREMENTS BEING MET (Pg. 23-29)
•REGULAR COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS (Pg. 30-31)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the commercial applications listed on the Agenda.  The Motion passed.

Mr. Lambert made a Motion which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to give Mr. McDuff full authorization to take whatever action is needed regarding home elevation fraud. The Motion passed.  

ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Jones to adjourn at 12:22 p.m. The Motion passed.  
Chairman

Secretary-Treasurer
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